
Hayami Gyoshū: Eternal Challenges to Nihonga 
– A Special Exhibition Commemorating the Opening of the New Yamatane Museum of Art – 

 

 
1 October, 2009 (Thu.) – 29 November, 2009 (Sun.)  
(Closed on Mondays, or on the day after a national holiday) 
Hours: 10:00 – 19:00 (Last admission at 18:30) 

*The normal opening hours of the new museum will be 10:00 to 17:00. These opening hours have 

been extended for the duration of this special commemorative exhibition. 

 

Admission Fees： 

Adults:1200(1000) yen,  

University/High School Students:900(800)yen,  

Junior High/Elementary School Students and under: Free 

*Prices shown in ( ) indicate advance / group (more than 20 persons) discount tickets. 

*Advance tickets are on sale at the Lawson Ticket (L-code:37323)  

and the e-Ticket Pia (P-code:688-746) from August 1, 2009. 

*Persons with disability ID cards are admitted 200 yen discount from 1200 yen. 

*This exhibition’s admission is different from that of regular exhibition.  

 

Approximately 120 masterpieces of Hayami Gyoshu from Yamatane Collection are on display 

during the above period; 

 

 

 

Hayami Gyoshū, Camellia Petals Scattering (Important Cultural Property) 

Hayami Gyoshū, Emerald Mosses and Verdant Lawns 



The Yamatane Museum of Art successfully moved to its new building in the Hiroo district of Shibuya ward on 

October 1, 2009. As part of the inaugural celebrations of the new site, the Yamatane is pleased to present 

Hayami Gyoshu: Eternal Challenges to Nihonga – A Special Exhibition Commemorating the 

Opening of the New Yamatane Museum of Art.  

 

Hayami Gyoshu was an exceptionally talented Nihonga painter of the Taisho and 

Showa eras. Gyoshu was nominated for membership in the Nihon Bijutsuin (Japan 

Art Institute) at the age of 23, and along with his fellow Nihonga artists, Yokoyama 

Taikan and Kobayashi Kokei, and such western style painters as Kishida Ryusei, his 

works were highly praised. In spite of living only a mere 40 years, Gyoshu created 

an oeuvre of as many as 700 works, many of which have long been held in private, 

undisclosed collections and rarely displayed. Such secrecy led to his nickname, "the 

phantom painter." In 1976, however, the Yamatane acquired 105 works by Gyoshu 

from the former Ataka Industries collection. This acquisition was groundbreaking 

news at the time and the resulting Yamatane collection of Gyoshu  

works is now truly mature and complete in its range. The special exhibition 

Hayami Gyoshu: The Man and his Art held at the time of the acquisition attracted  

80,000 visitors to the museum. 

 

This exhibition to commemorate the opening of the new Yamatane Museum 

of Art features 120 works by Gyoshu including his Camellia Petals Scattering 

(Important Cultural Property, Yamatane Museum of Art), Gyoshu's diary 

from his 1930 trip to Europe, and the large unfinished work, Group of 

Women (private collection), which has been restored and is here displayed 

for the first time. These newly discovered works will surely clarify new 

directions to be taken in the study of this artist who died from a sudden 

illness at the relatively young age of 40.  

Gyoshu's  own challenging character is seen in his comment,  

"The courage to climb to the top of the ladder is noble, while those who climb down from the perch 

and then climb back up it are all the more noble. … More so than those who have the courage to climb 

up, those who have the courage to climb down are those in possession of truly great power."  

Throughout his life Gyoshu challenged himself over and over again with new experiments, with this cycle of 

experimentation always being quick and intense. This exhibition presents the entire Yamatane collection of 

Gyoshu works and will hopefully provide visitors with a new opportunity to experience the uncanny 

sensibilities of Gyoshu's expressive power. 

 

This exhibition is organized by Yamatane Museum of Art, NHK, and NHK Promotions. 

We would like to express our sincerest gratitude for special sponsorships from SMBC Friend Securities Co., Ltd, 

Kajima Corporation, Shin Nippon Air Technologies Co., Ltd, and Nihon Sekkei, Inc. We also appreciate  

sponsorships from Kinden Corporation, Kokuyo Co., Ltd, Koshikawa, Secom Co., Ltd, and Panasonic Electric 

Works, Co., Ltd. We would also like to thank for a support from Nippon Express. 

Hayami Gyoshū, 
Dancing in the Flames 

(Important Cultural Property) 

Hayami Gyoshū,Pea Flowers 




